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JOSHUA vii. 8. 


0 Lords hit 2 T fay, hn Ira urneth 
| their Backs before their Enemies? 


ducting the Armies of Mrael to the Poſſeſſion 
of the promiſed Land, he expreſſy told him, 
that he would not only ſecure a general Succeſs to his 
Arms, but that no Man ſhould be able to ſtand before 
him all the Days of his Life; that he would be with him 
as he had been with Moſes, and never fail him; nor for- 
ſake him. And the better to confirm his divine Com- 


"> 1 HE N God called Joſhua to ſucceed Moſes 
\ \ in that great and important Charge of con- 


miſſion, as well as to ſecure the People in their future 


Subjection, who were very apt to complain both againſt 
the Perſons and Conduct of their Leaders, God was alſo 
pleaſed to. diſplay. before them a very ſignal and extra- 


ordinary Inſtance of the ſaperior Greatneſs of his own 
Power, v/z. by cauſing the Waters of the River Jorden 
to. be divided and gathered together upon an Heap, till 


all the Children of Iſrael were clean £ room over it. 


— Fro 


Joſ. i. 5. 


Joſ. vii. 16. 
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confirm their Authority. 
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7 ſuch amazing Signs and — as theſe, God 
had all along endeavoured to ſupport the Hopes of a 
deſponding and almoſt broken-hearted People, whoſe 
Spirits had been nearly exhauſted by'a Tong Series of 
Hardſhips undergone in their ſlaviſh Subjection to one 
of the moſt barbarous and inſulting Fyrants, and alſo by 
a weariſome and foilſome March dine a thirſty and 
barren Wilderneſs. 


God was pleaſed to ſeparate this People from the 
heathen World, in order to uphold and propagate his 
true Religion, and which had been nearly loſt by their 
Communion with the idolatrous Nations: But for this 
End it was neceſſary to put them under new Laws and a 
new Covenant, and to confirm and'eſtabltſh both by ſome 
extraordinary Inſtances of a ſuperior Power; becauſe the 
very Act of making them a choſen and peculiar People 


ſeemed but a partial one; ſuch, at leaſt, as they had no 


great Reaſon to expect; ſince, as their Leaders were pleaſed 
to obſerve to them, they could not plead their own 


Righteouſneſs, for they were a ſiff-necked People; nor 


yet their Number, for they were the feweſt of all People. 
What Aſſurance then could they have for the Accom- 
pliſament of thoſe: Promiſes, which, in the Name of the 


| God. of Iſrael; their Leaders had made to them? Why, 
certainly, no better than this, via. the extraordinary In- 


ſtances of divine Power exerted in a viſible Manner to 


But 


” * 5 4* 9 
FE s ; * 8 x * 
2 7 of — = 1 * M — 
vey 44 B law 8 - * * i g "4 — - - F 
* a wt » n 4 n 2 * * w © . 
8 „ * 7 2 * J. 
» of - we [2 *. , N < * 3 5 * p 
P 75 5 and * 


(3) 


"ok Signs a6 975 bad 1 N maltiplicd. lo 
. both in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs, . that the 
Triumphs of the God of 1/ael over the heathen Deities 
were generally conleſſed and acknowledged. The moſt 
apparent Improbabilities and the moſt invincible Obſtacles 
were almoſt entirely removed out of their Way, Theis 
Hopes were now juſt going to be turned into Enjoyment; 
and what they had with ſo much longing Expectation 
deſired to ſee, was actually in Sight; nay, they had ſet 
their Feet upon the promiſed Land, were advancing for- 
ward to take poſſeſſion of it, and had already made ſome 
Attempts upon diſlodging their Enemies with amazing 
Rapidity and Succeſs. The ſpeedy Progreſs of their Arms 
had ſpread ſuch a Terror amongſt the Kings of the Amo- 
rites, and the Kings of the Canaanites, that their Hearts 
melted, neither was there any Spirit in them. The ſtrong 
Walls of Jericho were not able to endure any formal and 
tedious Siege; for on the ſeventh Day only they fell down 
flat to the Ground, and the People went up into the City, 
every Man, without any; Caen. ſtrait before. bis. 
and they took the City. | 


f 
1 


And . far Matters anſwered their moſt ſanguine 
Expectations ; for the Promiſes of God had been punctu- 
ally fulfilled, and it was manifeſt beyond Diſpute, that 
| nothing had been able to ſtand before them. But paſt 
Events were the Meaſure of future; and therefore neither 
Leaders nor People ſuſpected any Interruption in their 

B 2 Conqueſts: 


Jo. vi. 5. 


(4) 
Conqueſts: When, lo! a ſudden Stroke of ill Stcceſs 


damped their Joy; and ſtopped them in the very Career 
of Victory; for an advanced Party were ſmitten by the 
Men of Ai, who chaſed them from before the Gate, even 
unto Shebarim, and ſmote them in the going down. — The 
Conſequence of which Repulſe was this, that the Hearts 


of the People melted, and became as Water. 


— wichont doubt, what theſe loſt in Spirits, their 


Enemies gained: While the one Side was terrified and 


diſmayed, the other aſſumed freſh Confidence, and grew 


inſolent in Victory; for, perhaps, this People, in Spite 
of all their boaſted Privileges, were not invincible; and 


who knew but the Gods of the Fond ns HR prove at laſt 


too hard for the God of Yael? 


How- dn pads their Leader maintain his Credit, and 
ſupport his Authority among them, fince this unfayourable 


Event ſeemed to reproach his own Veracity, and the Ve- 
racity of God? And'how'could he rally ſuch a broken- 
hearted and diſpirited People, who had are a jealous 


Eye upon the contending Powers, and at every croſs Ac- 


cident diſtruſted their final Security? He doubtleſs muſt 


be in ſome Confuſion as well as they; would find it hard 


to-vindicate his own Honour, and ſupport their farther 
Dependence upon the God of Ifael; and therefore, like 


a Perſon on the Brink of Diſtraction and Deſpair, he rent 
his Cloaths, and fell proſtrate upon the Ground, he and 


at Me! co of Iſrael, and * Duſt upon their Heads; 
| like - 


1 


d „ ” 8 
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like poor afflicted Supplicants pleading for Mercy, and jor, vii. 6. 
begging to know the Cauſe of their Sufferings. 


Joſbua in particular thus pense with God O Lord 
God, wherefore haſt thou brought all this People over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the Hands of the Amorites to deſtroy us? 

| Would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other 
Side Jordan ! 


This appears to be the Language of great Diſſatiſ- 
faction and Deſpair; by no Means conſiſtent with that ex- 
traordinary Meaſure of Wiſdom and Piety, which are al- 
lowed to be eſſential in his Character. He ſeems to infinuate, 
as if God had only freed them from one Snare to draw them 
into a greater; had delivered them from one Scene of 
Calamities, only to make their Ruin more wretched, by 
making it more conſpicuous, and had ſwelled their Hopes 
merely to increaſe their Diſappointments. 


Such impious Jealouſies as theſe had been common 
amongſt the People; but one would hardly expect to 
find them in the Breaſt of ſo wiſe and ſteady a Com- 

mander. The Truth was, he did not know what to ſay: 

His Reaſon was fo diſordered and perplexed at this un- 
happy Change of Circumſtances, that he eould not reflect 
with Patience upon the Cauſes which might probably 
produce it. This appears from the Words before us — 
O Lord, what ſhall I fay, when ' I pi their Backs 
ben e * Enemies? j 
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Had! 2 gre Boe this: Affair With 1 Caution 4 
Deliberation which its Importance neceſſarily required, 
he would not have ſuſpected a Breach of Covenant on the 
Side of God, but on the People; for the. Obligations 
were mutual, and Cod had no longet 5 to — 


9 


in his Laws, and obeyed bi — 


But as ſoon as the Cauſe of this unhappy Miſcarriage 
came to be more particularly inquired into, the Juſtice 
of God then appeared very manifeſt: It was not He had 
failed in his Promiſes, but 1/-az/ had ſinned; for God had 
charged them not to meddle with the Plunder of Fericho, 
ſince it was a curſed Thing; if they did, they would 
certainly pollute themſelves, and -make the Camp of 
Iſrael a Curſe, and bring Trouble and Vexation upon it. 
All was to be deſtroyed, except the Veſſels of Gold and 
Silver, of Braſs and Iron, which were to be conſecrated 
to divine Uſes, and put into God's Treaſury ; Yet in ſpite 
of this ſtrict Command, upon the Obſervation of which 
no leſs than the Welfare of all 1ael depended, ſome had 
been ſuch vile mercenary Wretches as to facrifice the 
public Good to private Gain; had taken ſome of the 
richeſt of the Spoils, and in a ſecret clandeſtine Manner 


converted them to their own Advantage: — They have 


taken, ſays God, of the accurſed Thing and bave alſo 


ftolen and difſembled alſo, and they have put it even among/t 


their own Stuff. And is not this a ſhameful Breach of 
2 Covenant? 


8 1 y i 

Covenant? Is it any Wonder that the Children of Thar! 

could not ſtand before their Enemies, but turned their 

Backs upon them? The Reaſon is plain; becauſe they 
were accurſed: Neither will I be with you any more, except 

ye deſtroy the ee from RY 5 Jour | 


Here then was an expreſs Declarition, that God would 
never proſper the Arms of the Mraelites, nor give them 
any Advantages over their Enemies, whilſt they acted 
upon any ſelfiſh or private Views; for though it was his 
Deſign' tb ſecure the Peace and Happineſs of this People, 

yet he had made no abſolute unconditional Covenant with 
them: All the Proſperity he had promiſed them was 

plainly relative to their Manners and good Behaviour ; 

therefore every Member of this Society was equally con- 
cerned to ſet a Guard upon his own Conduct, as well as 
others; becauſe the Compact was general, excepting no 
particular Perſons; nor had any particular Perſons an 
Intereſt ſeparate from the Public : Therefore, to be intent 

upon accumulating Wealth, heaping up Riches, and 
aggrandizing themſelves under ſuch Circumſtances, and 
in ſuch perilous Times as thoſe, when the Welfare of 

the whole Community required a Contempt of Poverty 

and Danger, and an entire Sacrifice of all carnal and 

worldly Enjoyments, was in fact to ruin the common 

Cauſe, to tranſgreſs the Laws of their Sovereign, and 1 in 

the End to deſtroy themſelves. 


A very 
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A very few ſuch rotten Members as theſe would over- 
turn the State For, reſpecting only natural Cauſes, they 
would ſoon ſpread their corrupt malignant Humours 
over the whole political Body, and poiſon its Conſtitution: 
therefore they muſt be lopt off to preſerve the Soundneſs 
and Vigour of the Whole. A ſtrict Inquiry muſt be 
made to find out ſuch Grievances; and, when found, 
the Authors of them ſhould be puniſhed in ſome open 
and notorious Manner, both for the Benefit of public 


Example, and becauſe it is better for one Man to die, 
and that a whole Nation n not. | 4 


This ſound Principle of political CHRON . Pro- 
WF na has ſufficiently authoriſed by this Inſtance before 
us. Joſbua was a perfect Stranger to the Author of his 
People's Sufferings: He was conſcious of having done 
no Wrong himſelf, and, amidſt ſuch a numerous Hoſt of 
People, it would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, for 
him to find out who had. But God was pleaſed to aſſiſt 
him in the Diſcovery: He commands him to ſanctify the 
People, to bring every Tribe before him, and he. himſelf 
would point out the Tribe where the Tranſgreſſion was 


concealed ; From Tribes he ſhould proceed in like Man- 


ner to Families, from F amilies to Houſholds, from 


Houſholds to ſingle Men: And, ſays God, whoever ſhall 


be taken with the accurſed Thing, ſhall be burnt with Fire, 
he and all that he hath. 


By 


(9) 


5 © Means the Sons ſelfiſh Wretch 1 was * = 


Jeteded; was confronted with the Villainy, and forced 
to own it; And the Sentence of Death was ſpeedily ex- 
ecuted upon him, as God commanded ; for all 1#ae! 
ſtoned him with Stones, and then burned him with all 
his ill-gotten Treaſure V. The Conſequence of which 
public Example of Juſtice was this, that the Lord turned 
from the Fierceneſs of his Anger, and Iuel proſpered in 
the Deſtruction of their Enemies. 

| This ſingle Inſtance pinks, perhaps, be ſufficient to 
juſtify the following Inference, vis. that God abhors a 
narrow ſelfiſh Spirit, which regards only private Advan- 
tages, though at the Expence of public Good : And the 
Puniſhment here inflicted might ſerve. as a Warning to 
every Member of Society not to.run the Hazard of ex- 
poſing both himſelf and his Fellow-Citizens to the divine 
Diſpleaſure by a Conduct ſo ſinful and provoking. But 
ſince too much cannot be done to open the Eyes of an 
unthinking People, who are ſleeping at caſe in the midſt 
of Danger, and who wall AG dhe Pains to examine 


hy The Perſon PE of this enormous Piece A Rapaciouſneſs was one Acharn, 
of the Tribe of Fudab, — The Things ſtolen and concealed were, 
| A goodly Babys Garment, e * 
Two hundred Shekels of Silver, oy 
And a Wedge of Gold of fifty Shekels Weight. | 
| Such ſplendid Baits as theſe were not to be reſiſted ; they ſoon attraRted his 


Attention, and engaged his Affections; therefore he coveted and took them, 


Joſhua vii. 21. 
C into 


Joſ. vii. 25. 


26. 


1 Sam. viil. 


(10 
into their own Hearts, and make thoſe Diſcoveries which 
are eſſential to their Welfare; we will therefore purſue 
this Argument a little farther, by conſidering the bad 
Effects of mercenary Principles upon the national Proſ- 


perity, after the Children of TR were Jy n e 
in their eb ere Land. * 


When Samuel was too old to manage the Reins of 
Power, and to ſupport all that Weight of Buſineſs, 
which ſo large a Community muſt neceſſarily lay upon 
him, he thought it prudent to commit the Manage- 
ment of all public Affairs to the Care of his two Sons; 

and who, from ſo ſhining an Example of ſtrict Honour 
and Integrity, and the national Proſperity attending it, one 
would have thought had been leſs liable to fall into a 
Snare, which muſt inevitably prove their Ruin: But no 
ſooner were they inveſted with the Truſt,” than they 


began to abuſe it<They only conſidered Government as 


a better Opportunity for becoming rich; therefore they 
turned aſide from their Father's honeſt upright Ways to 
follow filthy Eucrr; and their Rapacioufnefs became ſo | 
intolerably offenſive as to provbke tlie Injured to meditate 
a Remedy and to ſtrive to redreſs themſelves: The 
Conſequences whereof were civil Broils and popular 
Tumults; and, at laſt, an intire Subyerſion of that Form 
of Government, which, on the beſt en had 
been eſtabliſhed 10 God himſelf. 


In 


(22, ) 


þ the Prophet Taial's Time this Vice became more 
univerſal; it then deſcended from the Rulers, and in- 
fected the whole Body of the People: it was then a 
general Complaint commanded to be made againſt them, 
and likewiſe viſited with a general Judgment; for God 
declares by him, that he was wroth at their Covetouſneſs, 
and therefore had ſmitten them. 


But the Prophet Jeremiab makes more grievous and 
bitter Complaints againſt them ſtill: He declares that 
God had ſent a Multitude of Enemies to deſtroy them; 
becauſe, from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of them, 
every one was given to Covetouſneſs; from the Prophet even 
unto the Prieft every one dealeth falſely; therefore, ſays God, 


T will give their Wives unto others, and their Fields to them 


that ſhall inherit them. 


This was one of the prevailing Vices of thoſe Times, 
which made them ripe for Deſtruction; that helped for- 
ward their Wretchedneſs, and proved the fad Occaſion 
of a long and grieyous Captivity; and, what deſerves our 
particular Remark in this Place, is, that the very ſame 


Branch of Iniquity, which was productive of ſuch bitter 


Fruits to them, was no leſs fruitful afterwards in poiſon- 
ing their Enemies; for the Prophet commiſſioned to de- 


nounce their Overthrow profeſfes their End was come, 
becauſe they had filled up the Meaſure of their Covetou/- 


neſs: And whether from the great Terror of God's 
4 Judgments, 


Ifa. lvii. 17. 


Jer. vi. 13. 


Jer. li. 13. 
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612) 
Judgments, or from the natural Timidity of this Vice, 
which diſpoſes Men to be Cowards, it followed, that they 


turned their Backs upon their Enemies, they forbore to 


fight, they ſkulked into dark ſecret Holds, and became as 
Women. 


From the Jeuiſſ we may next proceed to the Roman 
People, and fee how the Caſe ſtood with that Community, 
which was once the Nurſe of Heroes, the Queen of 
Nations, the Glory of Empires, and the trueſt Pattern of 
Virtue and Knowledge — In the Times of the Jugur- 
thine War, they were fallen from every Thing great and 
praiſe-worthy into the deepeſt Gulphs of Avarice and 
Corruption. — That generous and noble Spirit, which: 
once animated all their Actions, and made them the 
Terror as well as Envy of the World, was now degene- 
rated into ſuch. mercenary ſelfiſh Principles as made them 
ripe for Deſtruction.— Their Enemies had now diſcovered 
a much nearer Way to Conqueſt- than through Fields of 
Blood : They had learned a Secret how to ſubdue thoſe, 
whom Kt had made invincible; for they were ready 
to deliver up themſelves and their Liberties, to any chat 
would bid W and give 252 Money for them. — 


: Sy Their 


f the $amutte kad Hred inthis Age, le miglit probably have had his 


Wiſhes gratified, iu putting an End tothe Nn Empire by cortupt Means :. 
ſince, as Salluft informs us, in Bells Fugurth. Onmia Remes ucnalia fe. And. 
Florus, I. iii. c. 1. Fortius adverſus Roemanos aurum efſe, quam ferrum. When» 


the * 1 Fupurtha. could neither by open Forde repel, nor by ſecret: 


8 undermining 


-- $-#8 
Their Leaders made War to inrich themſelves with the 
Spoils of others, more than to acquire Glory, and redreſs 
the Injured; and often plundered thoſe very Provinces 
which they ought in Duty to have protected. 


The darling Paſſion of their Souls was an inſatiable 
Thirſt after Wealth ; which they were reſolved to gratify 
at the Expence of Juſtice and every other ſocial Virtue : 
The Means employed to ſecure it, whether right or 
wrong, made no- Part of their Conſideration; and, when 
got, was as ſcandalouſly uſed as acquired : It ſerved only 
to adminiſter Fuel to the Fire of luſtful Appetence, and 
to make them more ſplendidly wicked. — But their 
Luxury and Debauchery ſoon unſtrung the Sinews of 
their Bodies, and infeebled their Minds: It made the 
greateſt Heroes of the World ſhrink into a Race of Cow- 
ards; and, at laſt, become Slaves to the moſt wicked and 
* Wretches amongſt Mankind. 


undermining Frand dren; the juſt Refiytmene of the Roman $rects, te found 
at laſt a better Way to eſcape; for, Pacem emit, And he gives it as his own. 


Opinion, that the whole City mature perituram, i emptorem invenerit. — Pontius 
therefore. needed not to have waited ſo many Ages for this Advantage, as 
Cicero, de Off. I. 2. pretends to inſinuate; fince fo great a Tide of Corruption 
flowed in upon them in little more than the Space of two hundred Years. 


But how different their Principles in the TarentineWars ? Cam Madicum, 
wenale regis Pyrrhi capnt eferentem, Curius remifit ; Fabricius ublatam fiti a rege 
imperii dartem Tepudiavit : Cum fifilia ſua Samnitio preferret auro ; Fabricius 
decem ponds argenti circa Rufirim confularem wirum, quaſi luxuriam, cenforid 
gravitate damnaret. Quis ergo miretur his moribus, virtute, militia, viftorem- 
populum Romanum fuifſe ? Flor. I. i. c. 18. And the Wonder muſt ogually eu 
the contrary Way, when tainted with oppoſite — 
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And thus fell the greateſt and nobleſt s State i ever 
aroſe upon the Stage of Life: It was ſacrificed to the 


_ greedy avaricious Spirit of baſe and unworthy Men; and 
wherever ſuch Seeds of Corruption are nurſed and cheriſhed, 


they will always produce ſuch rank Fs, Weeds, as 
will intercept the W Beams of Virtue, and ſmother 


our Happineſs. 


11 has a 1 1 juſtly obſerved, that there are always, 
in every State, ſome natural and moral Cauſes tending to 
ſink and deſtroy, as well as to raiſe and ſupport it: That 
the Obſervation will hold good in the preſent Inſtance is 
very manifeſt: for in the earlieſt State of this Vice, even 
in its Infancy, when it has no other Object of Pleaſure, 
but the Greatneſs of its Acquiſitions, though it may make 
a People induſtrious, it can never make them brave; 
becauſe it is ſuch a narrow, mean, and ſpiritleſs Principle, 
as muſt neceſſarily chill the generous Warmth of all public 
and ſocial Undertakings: Why elſe does it prevail moſtly 
in the cold, barren, and inactive Stage of Life, when the 
Sun is almoſt ſetting, and the Powers of Nature too far 


ſpent to ripen any Fruits to Perfection? 


Should then the W State require vigorous | 
Efforts, or the bold enterprizing Attempts of perſonal 
Courage and manly Activity, where are the Perſons pro- 


Vague quod Apollo Pythius oraculum edidit, Spartam nulla re alia, niſi avaritia, 
perituram; id videtur non ſolum Lacedamaniis, ſed et omnibus opulentis populis, 


predixie, Cic. de Off. II. 21, | 
2 per 


9 

per to engage in them? Will not this unanimating Prin- 
ciple transform Vouth into Age, deſtroy Ability, and make 
Men drowſy, ſlow, and impotent? Will not its cold 
ungenial Breath blaſt the Laurels of martial Fame, freeze 
them into Cowards, and make them ſkulk from Danger? 
Will it not ſtrip them of every lively ſparkling Imagination, 
and naturally fink them into Diffidence and Deſpair? 


But when Men are once placed in affluent and ſplendid 
Circumſtances, it is ſeldom in their Power to eſcape thoſe 
Evils which are known to be their frequent Attendants.— 
Riches are the natural Incentives to Luxury; but Luxury 


is the Parent of Indolence: And when Intemperance and 


Idleneſs are become ruling Vices, both the Love of Buſineſs 
and the Love of Liberty muſt be ſoon extinguiſhed. — 
They will then find thęmſelves faſt bound in the Chains 
of a ſhameful 'and inglorious Captivity; will be forced 
to ſubmit to the worſt of Drudgeries, and will have no 
Courage to look up and demand their Deliverance. —How 
poor then muſt be the Services of ſuch abject drowſy 


Slaves to fave a ſinking State, ſhould there be no other to 


defend it? 


If ever nahi are ſpurred to Action, i it muſt not be by 
the Deſire. of Applauſe, nor the Dread of Shame; ſince 
they know no Good but Self-enjoyment, dread no 
Evil but Neceſſity or Want: If ever they are made to con- 
tend with Difficulties affecting a Multitude, it muſt be only 
in ſuch Circumſtances where the Spoil is great, or the 
Dait very tempting: In all others, where that Phantom 
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( 16 ) 


Honour is to be the ſole Reward of Victory, they will 


Ns the ſhadowy Nothing, and diſdain the Struggle. 


The Vices of the Mind, like the Diſtempers of the 
Body, are very communicative and infectious: No Rank 
or Condition of People can be exempted from the Danger 
of their Contagion: Therefore, in what Part ſoever of 
the Flock they break forth, the Whole will rot and periſh 
under the poiſonous Influence of the ſame Diſeaſe. — 
In ſuperior Stations, indeed, they will appear the more 
glaring and conſpicuous, becauſe of the Eminency of 
Place, and their Effects are more to be dreaded in Propor- 


tion to Men's larger Sphere of Activity: But one Talent 


may be abuſed as well as ten; and there may, yea, Expe- 
rience teaches there * is the ſame corrupt Heart, the ſame 
vicious Deſire, and in all Reſpects the ſame Propenſity 
to Evil, in the Breaſt of the loweſt Mechanic, as of the 
higheſt Degrees of Truſt and Power: The only Difference 
is this; the one does Wrong becauſe he can do it, and 
the other would if he could. 


But when God is pleaſed to meditate the Deſtruction of 
a Kingdom or People, He is not provoked to this ſtrange 
Work ſo frequently by the Wickedneſs of a Few, as of a 
Multitude. — The Sum total of a national Iniquity is 
made up of the additional Vices of all its particular Mem- 
—_ and He who can ſee the Hearts of all Men knows 


* — 22 vi medic arripe turbs : 
Aut ab ace $ ant miſer ambitions laborat. 


Hor. Sat. I. i. ſ. 4. 
how 


(77) 

how much each Individual contributes to the common 
Stock: And, generally ſpeaking, his Mercy and Forbear- 
ance is ſo great, that he ſuffers the Account to ſwell till it 

can riſe. no higher. —Had there been ten righteous Men 
found in Sodom, it might have remained unto this Day ; 

and the Houſe: of Judab would never have ſeen ſo many 

bitter Calamities fallen upon her Children, but - becauſe 

from the Sole of the Foot to the Crown of the Head 

there was no Soundneſs in them, 


Whangvia therefore we find the Rod of Vengeance 
hanging over our Heads, it will be of more Uſe to divert 
the Blow, by conſidering the State of our own Actions, 
than by cenſuring the Conduct of others; for, at the moſt, 
this is only comparing one wicked Character with another; 
and the Diſcovery of our r Neighbour” s Guilt is no Proof 
of our . 


If we de like Men truly concerned for our own 
and the public Welfare, we ſhould uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours to remove the Cauſes of our preſent Misfortunes; 
and, fince a general Reformation muſt begin with Parti- 
culars, ſo every Man ſhould be ſure to reform one: With- 
out this, that external Shew of Religion, which is only 
put on for the Solemnity of this Day, is but a further Ag- 
gravation of our Guilt, a daring Inſult upon Omniſcience, 


and a Mockery at Heaven; and ſo little Reaſon ſhall we — 
have to expect that God will fight our Battles and go 
forth with our Fleets and Armies, that he will certainly 4 

D fight 2 
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(658) 
Hght again aft us, defeat all dor Enterpriſos, uid make us 
ſhame ly ener Back bebt Fan. 40 


+ J 


— $1: 


Let then the mee * Nations | 


be a Warning to this: to eſcape their Vices. Let us'care- 


ful ly ſhun thoſe dangerous Rocks whereon they have 


ſplit and periched; and teach Poſterity the Wiſdom and 


Safety of turning to God by Faith and ſincere Repent - 
ance. Let us baniſh from our Hearts the accurſed Thing 
that proyokes God to Anger; and learn to know the 
Thiogs that make for Peace, before they be hid from our 
Eycs,—Let us acknowledge him as the ſole Fountain both 
of private and public Good, and not run after thoſe hing 
Vanities that can never profit nor deliver us. —Let us not 
aſk for Wealth to conſume it upon our Lufts, nor covet 
Eaſe and Security to live in Riot and Exceſa In a Word, 
let us be temperate with Reſpect to all the Enjoyments of 
Life; be diligent and active in our ſeveral Stations and 
Callings to promote the Honour of God, the true 
Intereſt of our King and People; and then we may hope 
to reap all the bleſſed Fruits of Peace and ſocial Harmony, 
be ſecure from the Terrors of impending Judgments, and 
march fafely on on to the Poſſeſſion of'o our Wen N.. 
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